SUGARMILL WOODS CRIME WATCH (SMWCW)

Meeting Minutes

September 11, 2018
Executive Board Meeting:  
The SMWCW Executive Board (EB) commenced at 2:15 p.m.  Meeting was officiated by LT Tom Okimoto; assisted by LT Lew Tippett.  CAPT Dick Byrnes, Secretary Rosemary Kessinger and Treasurer Roger Kessinger were not in attendance.

The EB was asked whether beginning future meetings 15 minutes earlier was deemed necessary.  The consensus was that starting the EB meetings at the traditional 2:30 p.m. was adequate the majority of the time.  Begin 15 minutes earlier only if special circumstances exist.

Health & Welfare:  Dick Byrnes recovering well from surgery last week; Ed Holbert’s wife recently released from I.C.; Craig Blane’s wife unfortunately passed away recently; Elvin Miller has upcoming surgery in near future and will be out 6-8 weeks; Steve Gamache has cataract surgery tomorrow; Joe Davis has upcoming surgery this month.  Best wishes to all!

August and September saw the passing away of two SMWCW members:  Pete Gaines and Dave Bujese.  Tom thanked all SMWCW members for their participation at these two memorial services – especially the SMWCW Honor Guard.  We were very well represented.  Pete’s wife, Kim, sent a “thank-you” card to SMWCW along with a donation.

Lew Tippett provided a synopsis of his participation in two Citrus County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) committees:  Training Committee and Volunteer Appreciation Banquet Committee.

Tom Okimoto advised that the CCSO is interested in a vehicle reportedly involved in a hit-and-run near SMW.  A description and license plate of the vehicle was provided.  LT Neil Kline will place a notice in the Daily Log book with the pertinent information.

EB meeting adjourned at 2:57 p.m.

General Committee Meeting:
The SMWCW General Committee Meeting commenced at 3:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Tom Okimoto recognized Keith Johns for his 20-year-plus service to SMWCW.

Our guest speaker today was Mr. Lee Alexander, CCSO Senior Volunteer Coordinator.  Tom did Lee’s introduction with a special thanks for Lee and his staff participating in the memorial services for our recently deceased members:  Pete Gaines and Dave Bujese.


Lee thanked Lew Tippett for his participation in reviewing and developing a new training program for all CCSO Crime Watch units – county-wide.  The new program, developed by a committee that Lew chaired, will be introduced to the Crime Watch Directors at the next Directors meeting on September 27th.  
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Lee talked about next year’s Volunteer Appreciation Banquet and some major changes.  A committee of CCSO volunteers was developed for next year’s event.  Lew Tippett is also a member of this committee.  It will be held at a different location:  Citrus Springs Community Center, an inside/air- 

conditioned facility.  The event will be “themed:” “Jukebox Jamboree,” focusing on 50’s and 60’s rock n’ roll and country.  Instead of including the CCSO Awards Ceremony in tandem with the Volunteer Appreciation event, the Awards Ceremony will be a separate event to be held on October 17th.  Lee is excited that next year’s event will be different and even better than previous years’ events.


Lee said that Crime Watch will no longer be receiving Ford Crown Vics.  One Ford Taurus has already been transferred to another unit and 3-4 more are in the pipeline.  


Another Volunteer Expo is planned for this coming January, 2019.  Details later.


Lee spoke about the “Silver Santa Program.”  This is a CCSO sponsored program that does for senior citizens in assisted living/care facilities in Citrus County what the “Angel” and similar programs do for needy kids in our county.  Last year we had 90 recipients – Lee’s hoping this year that we can reach the 100 mark.  He encouraged all members of SMWCW to participate.  This event is only open to CCSO volunteers or employees.  If interested, shoot Lee an email at lalexander@sheriffcitrus.org or call him at (352) 422-5891.  NOTE:  Lew suggests the email route.

Roger Kessinger, Treasurer, provided an email with the current SMWCW treasury balance of $4,276.48.  Motion to accept by Elvin Miller; seconded by Bob Sanders.

Tom reiterated the Health & Welfare information (above in the EB section).

Tom welcomed our newest member, Cyndi Hogle – welcome Cyndi!

Motion to adjourn at approximately 4:00 p.m. by Bruce Bryn; seconded by Jim Turner.

Minutes:  LEW TIPPETT for ROSEMARY KESSINGER

