Sugar mill Crime Watch Meeting

April 14, 2008

Minutes
President Richard Byrnes called the meeting to order at 3pm at the Sugar mill Woods Country Club. Forty-one members signed the attendance sheet. We had two guests, and three members of the Sheriff’s Department, not to mention Sheriff Dawsy himself. After leading the group in the Pledge of Allegiance, Byrnes mentioned that Sugarmill Crime Watch would be celebrating its tenth anniversary at the meeting. He introduced Frank Becker, past President of the group.  He then introduced Sheriff Jeff Dawsy and Deputies Dale Strickland, Steve Smith, and Chris Evan.

Member Jim Clemons spoke about Sheriff Dawsy and offered “kudos” to our group for all the work we have done.

Preceding his speech, the Sheriff swore in the Sugarmill Woods Crime Watch officers:  President Dick Byrnes; Vice-President and Captain, Gerry Brummer; Treasurer Alfred “Russ” St Jean; Secretary Michele Eisner; and Lieutenants Neil Kline, George Brand, Frans Vanderbel, and Roland Rieck.

The Sheriff spoke about various topics which included a rundown on an article that appeared in the Citrus County Chronicle detailing the arrest of a Crystal River resident who was dealing drugs. He also informed us about how he was planning to deal with a 1.5 million dollar cut due to the passage of Amendment One. Some of the things he will do will be to cut out bicycle safety training at the elementary schools, make some law enforcement positions civilian jobs, limit the deputies use of cars to driving to and from work and to the gym, and try to cut $240 per person in benefits, and no pay raises in the coming year to mention a few of his proposals to trim the budget.
He noted that naysayers said that Sugarmill Woods would never support a Crime Watch unit because we were too busy playing golf. He congratulated us on proving them wrong and for gathering to celebrate our tenth anniversary.

Following his speech the Sheriff engaged in a question and answer session. 

Chris Evan followed the Sheriff. He informed us that the policy of using Crime Watch volunteers for traffic control has been changed because we do not have certification to do so. However, if we come upon a crash scene, it is okay to place traffic cones to keep people away from the accident. 

Officer Strickland informed us that the Sheriff’s Department has received complaints about speeders in Sugarmill Woods, especially in the area in and around Douglas Street. They will be checking that out. When asked about the recent accident at the entrance to Cypress Village, on Route 19, we were told it was caused by a driver failing to stop for a red light. This is a big problem in the county and throughout Florida.

Russ St Jean gave the Treasurer’s Report. The opening balance was $1613.76. We received a $25 donation. We spent $19.25 to print checks. Therefore our ending balance for the month is $1619.51

Gerry Brummer gave his Statistical Report:

Man Hours:


362

Miles Driven:

3947

House Checks:

20

Construction Sites:

488

Utilities:


413

Fuel Gallons:

239.628

Fuel Cost:


$779.42

Water Violations:

49

Michele Eisner made a motion to adjourn. It was seconded by Mike Cerny.

The next meeting will be held on Monday, May 12, 2008 at the Sugarmill Woods Country Club at 3 pm. The speaker will be Bob Wesch from the Emergency Operations Center.

Cake and iced tea was served to celebrate the tenth anniversary of Sugarmill Woods Crime Watch.

Respectfully Submitted,

Michele Eisner

Secretary

